
 GROW YOUR CHILD'S READING
SKILLS THIS SUMMER

For Emerging ReadersA B C...

Sing the alphabet song with your child.
Read alphabet books and point to the letters
so your child can learn the shape of the letters.
Emphasize the sound a letter makes and
corresponding words that start with that sound.
As your child begins to recognize the sounds
of letters, point to a letter and have them tell
you what the letter is and the sound that
corresponds with the letter. Next, work with
them to list words that start with that letter. 
As your child progresses, have them think of
words that start with letter combinations like
'sh' (shark) or 'ch' (chart).

Choose an easy word like 'cat' and work
with your child to list words that rhyme
with that word. To extend the activity,
write the words down as you go.
Find rhyming books and read them aloud
to your child. As your child begins to
know the words, have them read along
with you. 
Sing rhyming songs with your child. Clap
along to the rhythm or create movements
to go along with the words.
Playing with alliteration is also fun. Read
books or songs that repeat the same
sound over and over again. Say tongue
twisters with your child: "Peter Piper
picked a peck of pickled peppers..." Talk
about the letters that repeat and the
sounds they make.

Play with Rhyme: cat,
hat, pat, rat, mat

Read! Read! Read!
Create a print-rich environment for your child. At the library, help your child select books they
want to read and a chapter book you will read aloud to them.
Set up a reading routine each day when you read to and with your child. As your child learns to
read new words or phrases, create a list of them and have them practice rereading them during
reading time. Read aloud to them at least 15 - 30 minutes a day. 
Repeated readings of the same book are a great way for your child to become familiar with new
words, story patterns, and sentence structures that help them become more fluent readers.
Reading can happen everywhere. While driving, read the signs you pass, especially those seen
regularly (like the STOP sign). Ask your child what letter the word starts with. Then, ask them to
make the 's' sound. As a follow up, work with your child to think of other words that start with
the 's' sound. Read recipes while you are cooking. Read your shopping list. Writing is also a
great way to support reading. Your child can help you write a grocery list, a list of activities for
the day, or a list of new words they have learned.

Does your child know the alphabet? 
If not, then...
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